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as the news of war was heard, he was the first to
take up arms, the last to lay them aside. Wherever
he fought, the enemy was routed, defeated, and
slaughtered; and great was his share in the victory
won over the English when their great village which
I mentioned before, was stormed; more than a
hundred prisoners were taken in it, and distributed
among the allied savages who had taken part in the
war.® The great chief of the Lorette Hurons had
fallen in battle. It is the custom among the Cana-
dians to seek, as it were, expiation and consolation for
the death of Their chiefs by the slaughter of some
captive. A relative of the dead man presents
himself, and demands the prisoner; on the latter
being handed over, his owner destines him to the
flames, and prepares to satisfy his barbarous cruelty by
torturing the wretched man. Thusthe custom of the
nation regulates. Meanwhile, the others murmur;
the elders, although reluctantly, keep silence; the
young men clamor for this right of arms, this reward
of victory, this sole consolation for the chief and
afflicted family. Thereupon, thaovenhosen rising,
although not yet honored with the dignity or the
title of chief, makes a speech in the assembly of the
notables, and boldly pleads for the life of the
Captive. He prays, he entreats them to remember
that they are Christians and citizens of the village of
Lorette; that dire cruelty is unbecoming to the
Christian name; that this injury cannot be branded
upon the reputation of the Lorettans without the
greatest disgrace. The nephew of the dead man
insists; his relatives urge his claim; they allege the
custom, stating that clemency shown toward a single
head will bring ruin to all; that the enemies will
grow more ferocious, and more audacious to harm



